
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The phenomenon known as ‘calima’ in Gran Canaria is caused by 
huge windstorms in North Africa that throw tonnes of dust from the 
Sahara up into the atmosphere.  This dust often stays suspended 
over Gran Canaria for a couple of days but it can hang around for a 
week and is accompanied by hot, humid air. It can look like a fog and 
is not what you expect if you are coming for a holiday in the sun. 

The blue sky is still there during a calima but it is veiled by the 
dust in the atmosphere.  Many people come here to be refreshed 
and have a good time but they often chase after a false 
happiness. “But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is 
taken away” (John 14:27). The gift that Jesus gives us is “… peace 
of mind and heart… a gift the world cannot give” (2 Cor 3:16).  

 
We want to share this message with the English speaking people who live in and visit Gran Canaria.  
Give thanks with us for what the Lord is already doing and pray that God will guide us as we seek to 
share his love, hope and peace. 
 

Day of Praise, Prayer and Worship 
  
The Prayer course, mentioned in our last newsletter, led up to our 
Prayer and Praise Day in Puerto Rico on Thursday 14th April (9am-
9pm). George Hilary (Gavin and Julie’s pastor from their home church 
in Northern Ireland) came over to help with the preparation and to 
take part in the prayer day. 
 
Different areas for reflection and focus were set up around the room. 
These included a creativity table, a taste and senses area, a focus on 
thankfulness and an opportunity to leave our burdens at the foot of 
the cross. The day was well attended, some people called in to leave 
prayer requests (other prayer requests were sent in via the internet). 
It was a place of peace and refreshing. God spoke into individual lives 
as we set time aside to be in his presence. 

 
At the close of the day we shared communion together and George reminded us how both the 
grapes and the wheat had to be broken and crushed to make the wine and bread, symbolising Jesus 
body broken for us on the cross. 
 

Streams in the Desert conference 
 
Gavin, Julie and Mary attended the conference in Fuerteventura in May; hosted by Faros Christian 
fellowship. It was good to catch up with friends from the other islands and share fellowship 
together. The theme was The Father Heart of God and the guest speaker was Steve Hepden. 
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Afternoon Tea at Alpha 
Our Alpha course in Playa del Inglés has recently finished. We held it at 
4.00pm each week just in time for afternoon tea, coffee and home-
made scones and cakes. James also treated us to tasty homemade 
cheesecake. Our group was small and our guest attendance often 
varied from week to week however it has laid a good foundation that 
can be built upon. 

 
In Puerto Rico on Thursday nights we have been running the “Life Worth Living” course which is a 
follow on from Alpha. Over the weeks ‘Nicky Gumble’ has taken us through a study in Philippians 
which has led into some interesting discussion times. 

 
Beginnings of a Sunday school 
 
Over the past few months in Puerto Rico we have had 2 additional families regularly fellowshipping 
with us. This opened the opportunity to start a ‘Sunday school’. Although one of the families has 
now moved back to Norway and we will miss them (Julie still remembers how to count to 12 in 
Norwegian), we are excited that this is a ministry which can still be developed.  
 

Lydia prayer groups 
 
Our monthly Lydia prayer group has been meeting in Mary’s home near Telde for just over a year 
now. Phyllis also opened her home in Puerto Rico a few months ago for a new Lydia group. It is a 
blessing to see the ladies in both groups growing in their faith as we share God’s word together and 
spend time praying about what God has put on our hearts. It has been encouraging to have the 
ladies taking it in turns to bring a passage from the Bible to share. 

 
Coming to Gran Canaria on holiday? 
 
If you or your friends are coming to Gran Canaria on holiday we would love to have you join us. We 
meet all year round on Sundays in Playa del Inglés @ 10.00am and in Puerto Rico @ 12.30pm. We 
always enjoy meeting with returning and new visitors. If you come along early we now have coffee 
before both services (or a refreshing cool glass of water if you prefer). 
 
Many first time visitors are finding the church through our website where you will find directions to 
both churches. You can also keep up-to-date on our church Facebook page. 
 

www.englishchurchgc.org  
www.facebook.com/englishchurchgc 
www.give.net/20034289  
 

Telephone: 
Home:  0034 928 062 915 
Mob(Gavin):  0034 603 455 258 
Mob(Julie):  0034 605 313 209 
 
E-Mail: 
englishchurchgc@gmail.com 
englishchurchgc.gavin@gmail.com 
englishchurchgc.julie@gmail.com 


